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Shawn Hoshall - Geoff McKenna
DC League 2015
Alekhine
Notes by Geoff McKenna

1 e4 Nf6 2 e5 Nd5 3 Nc3 e6 [Odd looking,
but computers like it. The text develops while
pressing back in the center.] 4 Nxd5 exd5 5 d4 d6
6 Nf3 [I think 6 f4 offers better prospects.] 6...dxe5
[Probably premature. I wanted to get this in before
White played Bf4, but in the cold light of day I don’t
see the point.] 7 Nxe5 Bd6 8 Bd3 O-O [Black is a
bit short on kingside defenders. For the next few

moves [ worried about h7.]

9 0-0 c5
[Brazening it
out—I need to soften
up d4/e5. During the game I wondered a lot
about 10 dxc5 Bxe5 11 Qhs Re8 12 Qxh7+
(12 Bgs g6) Kf8 13 Qh8+ or (13 Rel!? Bxh2+
14 Kxh2 Rxel 15 Qh8+ Ke7 16 Bgs+ f6 17
Qxg7+ with complications ) 13..Ke7 14 Bg5+
Kd7, but it may be bogus because Black can
play 14..Bf67] 10 ¢3 cxd4 11 cxd4 Nc6 12
Nxc6 bxc6 [With another pair of pieces gone

the prospect of a flashmate is diminished.] 13 Rel g6 [Inviting complications
with 14 Bh6 but White remains careful.”] 14 g3 Be6 15 Bh6 Re8 16 Rc1 Qb6
[The reason I wanted to lure the bishop to h6 is that now it is awkward to defend
b2 and d4.] 17 Be3 Bb4 [The Rooks are embarrassed (18 Rf1 Bh3).] 18 Bd2
Oxd4 19 Bxb4 Qxb4 20 Rxc6 Bh3? [This turns out poorly. The sure-handed
pawn grab on b2 was better.] 21 Re2! Bg4 22
f3! Bd7 [Here I spent a lot of time trying to ///%,/ %7 2
, : Y 7 7

salvage my bad ideas.] 28 Rcc2 h5 24 Rxe8+ P& »

Rxe8 25 Re2 Rb8 26 bs Bh3 27 Qd2 Qc5+ % :§/ 7% a 7
28 Qe3 Qc3 29 Qe5 Qc5+ 30 Qe3 Qc3 31 Y A T e
Qes5 Rce8!? [The ending carries some risk for %% /% A /%7 % A4

Black owing to the pawn on d5.7 82 Qxc3 Rxc3 %7/////343{/ é&/g .,
33 Rd2 Kg7 34 Kf2 Kf6 35 Kes Kes [Here | |7 g /& b7 TR b
. L 7, a7 ,

noticed a wondrous possibility: 36 Rc2 Rxds+ R 7%
87 Kxd3 Bf5+ 88 Kd2 Bxc2 89 Kxc2 and I think %% “=,

Black wins with 39...Kd47] 36 f4+ Kd6 37 Kd4

,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,
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So White has exactly the kind of position that they tell you to aim for in endgame
books. Black tries to remain active. 37...Rc1 38 b4 Bf1 89 Bc2 [Endeavoring
to keep play in the position, White drifts into trouble.] 89...Bc4 40 a4 Ral 41
a5?! [This leaves a big hole on b57 41...Kc6 (A messy possibility now was 42
Be47] 42 Rd1?! [Posing Black a tough choice. If 42..Rxd1+ 43 Bxd1 Kbs 44
Kcs d4+ 45 Kxd4 Kxb4 White’s a-pawn will fall, but there isn’t much material
left and maybe White can contrive some miracle liquidation on the kingside. So
Black plays instead to retain the complications.’] 42...Ra2 48 Kc3 Kb 44 Rb1?
[Father Time puts in a cameo at game’s end, but White is in bad shape anyway. ]
44...d4+ 45 Kxd4 Rxc2 46 h4 Rg2 47 Rc1 Rd2+ 48 Ke5 Kxb4 0-1

Geoff McKenna - Sal Rosario
DC Chess League 2015
English
Notes by Geoff McKenna

This game was rendered moot, as Ashburn clinched the DC Chess League on the
same evening. 1 Nf8 ¢5 2 c4 g6 3 d4 cxd4 4 Nxd4 Bg7 5 Nc3?! [Safer is 5 e4
avoiding the creation of a target on ¢37] 5..Nc6 6 Nc2 d6? [Black should take the
bait on ¢3. The weak White pawns would outweigh the resulting weakness around
277 7 Bd2!! [One of the hardest things a chess player can do is to change course
upon realizing that he’s stuck with a bad plan. In playing the awkward text White
acquiesces to being a tempo down in a normal Maroczy position. In return, he avoids
getting his pawns shattered.] 7..Nf6é 8 e4 b6 [Black has two reasonable plans
here: to develop and shoot for a quick...e6 and ...d5; or to pile on the light squares
and c-file and plan for a later break. I guess the first plan is better. Black opts for
the second. Incidentally, the text denies Black the opportunity to infiltrate on the
queenside with his queen, but maybe that’s not much of a real threat anyway.] 9
Be2 Bb7 10 O-O O-O 11 Bg5 [Played to provoke...h6 in order to give White a
target.] 11...Rc8 12 3 Na5 13 b3 [ White crosses his fingers, hoping disaster will
not eventuate on the al-h8 diagonal.’] 13...h6?! 14 Be3! [thinking about 14..Ng4
15 fg Bcg 16 Bh67] 14...a6 {diagram) -
15 e5! [Clogging the diagonal and gaining %= Y Jmm, ==

2 v e
enough time to stay in the game. One possibility %_,‘_/ 7 2/‘/4 A @
is 15..dxe5 16 Qxds Rfxds 17 Bxbe Rd2 18 | 2 7 78 7% 2 7%
: - AK & & kA
Bxas Rxc2 with complications. A less flashy 7 / %
alternative would be 15 Qd2 b5 16 Bxh6 Bxhe p#= - 5 7 %/ %/
17 Qxh6 bxc4 18 b4 which may be playabl // % / 7
y be playable.’] A 7
15..Nd7 16 Qd2 Nxe5 17 Bxh6 Bxhé6 18 /” & 7/
Oxhé [Here White threatens a rapid kingside Ay @% 42'7 A%//
advance with f4-f57] 18...e6 1 exerted a lot of & %% %% 7, & ,/&/4‘
effort on this position without getting a sense / / DN
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of understanding it, so White simply
centralizes and hopes for the best.”] 19
Rad1 Qf6 20 Qe3 b5 21 f4

21...Nexc4 [This piece sac concedes
some advantage to White.] 22 bxc4

Nxc4 23 Bxc4 Rxc4 24 Nd4 d5?! [The

justification for Black’s move is that he

needs to mobilize the pawns to win, and
d6 was vulnerable. However, this seems to
concede both time and dark squares.] 25
Nce2 Rfc8 26 Nf3 Re4 27 Qd3 Ra4 28
Rd2 b4 29 Nes Ras 30 Qd4 Qe7? 31
Ng4 Re4 [ think 81..Qc5 would have
been a better try. If Black can mobilize
the queenside pawns he may still survive.
Keeping queens on the board allows
White to develop an attack.] 82 Qes5 f5
33 Nf6+ Kf7 [1 think Black has no good
moves left.] 34 Nh7 Re4 [White can win
an exchange with 85 Ng5+ Qxg5 36 Qxe4
but I found something faster.] 35 Qh8 1-0

Ryan Rust - Gary Robinson
2013 Hampton Sports Festival
Dutch
Notes by Gary Robinson
1 Nf3 €6 2 c4 5 3 Nc3 Nf6 4 d4 d5 5 ¢c5 ¢c6 6 Bd2 Nbd7 7 g3 Be7 8 Bg2 Ne4
9 0-0 0-O 10 Bf4? g5 11 Bd6 Nxd6 12 cxd6 Bxd6 13 Qd2 Be7 14 Ne5 Nxe5
15 dxe5 b6 16 Rfd1 Bb7 17 e3 Rf7 18 f4 Rg7 19 Ne2 ¢5 20 Qc2 Qf8 21 a4

Rd8 22 a5 b5 23 a6 Ba8 24 Rac1 Rb8 25 b4
c4 26 Nd4 Rb6 27 Qe2 gxfa 28 gxfs Bxb4
29 Rb1 Bcs 30 Kh1 Bxd4 31 exd4 b4 32 Rg1
Rxa6 33 Bh3 Rb6 34 Rxg7+ Kxg7 35 Qa2
Of7 36 Qa5 Qe7 37 Rg1+ Kh8 38 Qa2 c3
39 Qb3 Bc6 40 Rg3 a5? 41 Rxc3 a4! 42 Qb1
Qa7 43 Rg3 b3 44 Bxf5 Qf7 45 Bxe6 Qxe6

46 f5 Qf7 47 f6 b2! 48 Rg7 {diagram)

48...0xg7! 49 fxg7+ Kgs8 50 Kg2 Rb7 no
rush] 51 Kh3 a3 52 Qf1 Rf7 53 Qb1 Bd7+
54 Kg3s Bf5 55 Qa2 b1Q 56 Qxd5 Qg1+ 0-1
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Macon Shibut — Christopher Shen
2015 Chicago Open
Zukertort
Notes by Macon Shibut

1 b3 b6 2 Bb2 Bb7 3 €3 e6 4 Nf3
N16 5 d4 Be7 6 Bd3 d5 7 Nbd2 Nbd7
[From the Nimzowitsch-Larsen Attack
to the Zukertort System, White merely
puts the ball in play, not pressing the
advantage of the first move.] 8 O-O
0-0 9 Ne5 Ne4 10 Ndf3 [I think I
may have had this position before and
chose 10 Nxd77] 10...f6 11 Nxd7 Qxd7
12 Qe2 Bdé 13 Rfd1 Qf7 14 Nd2
Nxd2 15 Rxd2 e5

16 dxe5

‘Surrendering the center’ and opening
the f-file where Black’s major pieces are
already doubled—the sort of move one
can only play with a concrete tactical
Justification in mind. My initial reflex
had been 16 e4 aiming to exploit the
a2-g8 diagonal, eg 16..exd4 17 Bxd4
c5 18 Bb2 dxe4? 19 Be4 but of course
Black will not be so cooperative. Right
to the end of this variation there are
good alternatives available to him—
18...Bf4; 18...Rae8—and back close
to the beginning he can even take the

bait 17...dxe4 (instead of ...c5) and
after 18 Be4 Bds 19 Bxds Qxd5 20 Bxfé
the position is not favorable for White
despite Black’s isolated pawn.

So if not 16 e4, then what? I did not
relish ...e4 with kingside attack chances
based on ...f5-4 and the menacing dark
square bishop. In that light the idea
of immobilizing the e5 pawn by dxes
followed by e4 first suggested itself.
After the text, I assumed Black would
retake with his f-pawn. His bishop
worried me, so why even hope he would
trade it? I continued 16...fxe5 17 e4
and was surprised to find that it was
hard to see a good reply for Black! 17...
dxe4 and 17...d4 both lose to 18 Be4,
but otherwise White threatens exd5
isolating and targeting e5.

16...Bxe5! [In truth 16...fxe5 also
stands up better than I believed (by
means of the same resource as in the
game—move 18), but my opponent
appreciated the tactical reasons why the
text move is more challenging still.] 17
Bxes5 fxes 18 e4 Kh8! [A cold shower!
Instead of just an improved version
of my plan without the dark square
bishops, I discovered that now 19 exd5?
actually loses by force: 19...0xd5 the
only ways to defend the mate are 20 £3?
Qd4+ winning the undefended Ral; or
20 Qg4 e4 where the undefended Rd2
is my undoing.] 19 Rel d4 [Inferior
bishop, inferior pawn majority, and the
inferior half-open file. Otherwise White
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has nothing to complain about.] 20
Ba6 Bxa6 21 Qxa6 c5 22 Qd3 [22 {3
needs to be played sooner or later, and
doing it here would have maintained
the blockade on Black’s pawn majority
for alittle while at least.’] 22...a6 23 3
b5 24 Rb1 c4?! [Impatiently taking
the ‘mystery’ out of White’s rook
move. Preparing to contest the b-file
by 24...Rabs8 first seems better.]] 25
bxc4 bxc4 26 Qas Qc7 [Or 26...Qa7
27 Qas annoying e, eg 27...d3+ 28
Kh1 (but not 28 Qb6? Rfb8 wins) Rfbs
29 Rbd1! =7 27 Rdd1 hé6 28 Rb2 Qa7
[28..Rfbs] 29 Kf1 Qc7 30 Rdb1 Rfbs

wﬂu/ ;'

,,,,,,,

4 V Z
/%, /%VAO

Black’s last move offered the variation
31 Rxbs+ Rxbs 32 Rxbs+ Qxbs 33
Oxa6 Qb1+ 34 Kf2 Qxc2+ 35 Kg3 and
there is no way to prevent me from
forcing a draw by Qc8 etc. I should have
gone for it. Things had gone pretty
well since my previous mistake, which
caused me to become overambitious.

31 Ke2? [Off the back rank, so that
...Qb1 won’t be check in a variation
analogous to the previous note, and
closer to the center, to restrain Black’s
d-pawn in particular and for the
endgame in general. Unfortunately this

is not exactly an endgame yet.] 31...
Rxb2 32 Rxb2 Rd8! [My king finds
itself in the crossfire. If now 33 Qxa6?
ds+ wins in all cases. For instance, 34
cxd3 cxds+ 35 Kd2 (35 Kd1 Rcs8) Res;
or 34 Kd1 dxc2+ 35 Kxc2 Qd7 36 Qxc4
Res. There was choice but to say j’adoube
and head back towards relative shelter.’]
33 Kf2 a5 [33...d3 34 cxd3 cxd3 35 Rd2
Qb6+ 36 Kg3 Qes was also good, but
my opponent does not care to force
matter now and simply put his pawn on a
defended square.”] 34 Kg3 Kh7! [During
the game this felt like a very high class
move in the style of Fischer. The c4-d4
pawn duo represents an obvious threat,
but Black sees he can indulge in all the
useful preparatory moves without me
being able to do much.’] 85 h4 h5 36
Kh2 Rd7?! [Still ‘preparing’ but this
actually exposes his back rank. Now was
the moment for action: 3$6...c3! followed
by the breakthrough ...d3 would have
achieved a dominating position. For
instance, 37 Rb1 ds 38 c¢xd3 Rxds 39
Of8 c2 40 Re1l Rd2! (but not 40..Rd1?
41 Qf5+ g6 42 Rxc2!=) 41 Qf5+ g6 42
Of6 a4 etc] 87 Qfs Rf7 38 Qa8 [For
the second time rejecting rough equality
that could be had after 38 Qe8 when if
38...Qe7 39 Oxe7 Rxe7 40 Kg3 and
with my king is back near the d-pawn
the ending should be defensible. Black
will have to tend weak pawns a5 and
e5.] 88...Qe7 39 Qxa5? [Pushing too
far. Had I played 39 Rb8 it’s likely one
or the other of us would have forced
a draw soon, eg 39...0Qxh4+ 40 Kg1
Qel+ 41 Kh2 Qf2 42 Rhs+ Kg6 43
Qc6+ Kgb 44 Qds etc] 89...0xh4+ 40
Kg1 Qg3 [One attraction to taking his
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a-pawn had been that my queen covers
el, preventing him from immediately
forcing a draw. I thought I was probing
for more without risk.] 41 Rb5

‘We made time control at move 40 and
then I played my 41 before getting up
to take a stroll. I was certain my threat
Rxe5 would convince him to steer for a
draw after 41..Rxf3 42 Rxe5 Qf2+ 43 Kh1
since there is certainly nothing for Black
in a continuation like 43...Rg3 44 Rxh5+
Kgé6 45 Qf5+ Qxf5 46 Rxf5 Ras 47 Rda.

41...d3! [By the time I got back to
the board my opponent had already
moved. Really? The pawn still has to
cross d2, which my queen controls,
and meanwhile White gets to land a
couple heavy looking blows.] 42 cxd3
cxd3 [I settled down to calculating
the consequences of 43 Rxe5. It was
not complicated, really just a straight
stalk of a variation with no significant
branches, but nonetheless what I found
seemed to me a kind of fantasy line. Black
can allow not only Rxe5 but also Rxhs
with check, and he wins. 43 Rxe5 d2 the
first point—my capturing e5 lets Black’s
pawn sneak across d2 since my queen
has to defend the rook 44 Rxh5+ Kg6

again the rook is attacked so my queen
cannot take the pawn, nor do I have any
further useful checks. To address the
threat d1Q+ there is only the forced 45
Rd5 whereupon 45...Qel+ 46 Kh2 d1Q
follows and, remarkably, White’s queen
and rook cannot do anything against
Black’s seemingly exposed king. The
finish could be something like 47 Rg5+
Kh7 48 Rhs+ Kgs 49 Qas+ Rf8 50 Rhs+
Kxh8 51 Qxf8+ Kh7 52 Of5+ Kg8 53
Qc8+ K7 54 Qts+ Kes 55 Qes+ Kd8 56
Qg5+ Kes 57 Qes+ Kd7 58 Qbs+ Kd6
59 Qb8+ Kcs inevitably Black will use
one of his queens to interpose against
the checks.] 48 Kf1 [What else? If 43
Qc3s Rxf3 finally comes, eg 44 Qxes
Qel+ 45 Kh2 Rf6 and his safe king,
practically unstoppable d-pawn, and the
still-glowing embers of a mating attack
practically guarantees victory.] 43...h4!
[I still clung to an irrational hope Black
would lose his nerve and force a draw by
43...Rxf3+ but of course he was having
none of it.] 44 Qel [44 Rxe still fails
against 44...d27 44...Qf4 45 Rd5 h3
46 Kg1 [If 46 Rxd3 h2 47 Ke2 Rc7 the
combined attack on my king and threat
to promote his pawn will get the job
done.] 46...Qg5! [but not 46..h2+? 47
Kh1 and Rxd8 with relative safety] 47
0Of2 Rc7 48 Rxd3 Rc1+ 49 Kh2 hxg2
50 Qxg2 Qh4+ 51 Qh3 Rh1+? [Finally
amistake but too little and too late to save
me. Obviously 51...Rc2+ was conclusive.
The move he chose prompted me to play
on a bit longer in a silly quest for some
kind of fortress.] 52 Kxh1 Qxh3+ 53
Kg1 Qg3+ 54 Kf1 Qh2 55 a3 Qa2 56
Re3 and after 56...Kg6 I soon came to
my senses and resigned. ... 0-1
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LooKING BAck ON AN AMATEUR CHESS “CAREER”

by Mark Warriner
TENACITY

N the movie T7n Cup, Kevin Costner’s character Roy McAvoy talks about
defining moments. You either define the moment or else it defines you. I had
one that did both. First it defined me, but I turned it around and defined it.

I began the 1987 Virginia Closed with three straight losses. A couple of articles ago
I mentioned a loss to Phil Collier. Well, here is that embarrassment—round one.

Mark Warriner — Phil Collier
1987 Va State Closed Championship
King’s Indian
1 d4 Nf6 2 Nf3 g6 3 c4 Bg7 4 Nc3 0-O 5 Bgs [Don’t ask me why, I just wanted to
get him out of book. Amateur vs Master. Right.] 5...d6 6 Qd2 Nc6 7 e4 Bg4 8 Be2
Nd7 9 d5 [9 Ng1 would have made more sense.] 9..Bxf3 10 Bxf3 Nd4 11 Be2 c6
12 0-O Res8 13 Rfd1 Qa5 14 Be3 [I thought the light-square bishop was weak but
it would have been better to preserve the bishop pair with something like 14 Bf17] 14....
Nxe2+ 15 Nxe2 Qxd2 16 Rxd2 Ne5 17 Rc1 Rec8 18 dxc6 Rxc6 19 b3 a6 20 Nc3
Ng4 21 Nd5 Kf8 22 Nb4? [22 Bg5 {6 23 Bf4 was worth exploring. The text move
is just bad.] 22..Rc7 [22..Nxe3 23 fxe3 (or 23 Nxc6 Bh6 24 Rc3 Ng4 25 Rd1 bxc6)
Rc5 was better.| 23 Nd5 Rc6 24 Nb4 Rece8 25 Nd5 [again better to have preserved
the bishop’] 25..Nxe3 26 fxe3 [Knight takes was probably marginally better, but
I was worried about 26 Nxe3 Bh6 and having to deal with Black doubling rooks on
the c-file and then ...b57] 26..Rc5 27 Nb6 Rds
28 Kf2 e6 29 Red1 Ke7
{diagram)

[White had begun drifting but Black’s last
move allows counterplay with 30 b4...7 30 a4?
[...which I totally missed. Instead I trapped
my own knight by occupying a4.] 30...Bc3
[A...B-a5xb67] 81 Rd5 exd5 32 Nxd5+ Rxd5
33 exd5 f5 34 Kf3 Rf8 35 Rd3 Bes 36 g3 a5 37
Rd1 Kf6 38 h3 g5 39 Rd3 Re8 40 Rd1 h5 0-1
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Round two was an object lesson in not engaging in horseplay and jokes during a
competition. My friend and fellow chess aficionado at the time, Jim Addison, was
in a jovial mood and saw that I was paired with John Campbell. He asked me to
let him sit at the board for the start of play, just as a small joke on John. John may
or may not have liked the joke. He played like he didn’t. I was full of mirth and
not of concentration. Ouch. Okay, in my defense I was young and inexperienced
and he just took advantage of me...

John Campbell - Mark Warriner
1987 VA State Closed Championship
Caro Kann

1 e4 ¢c6 2 d4 d5 3 Nc3 dxe4 4 Be4 [Somewhere about the time of this game I'd
purchased Caro Kann Classical 4....Bf5 by Garry Kasparov & Aleksander Shakarov
(Collier Books, ISBN 0-02-011490-7). So all I knew was the main line stuff. John
was a very experienced player and correctly took the ‘rookie’ to school with
opening tricks.’] 4..Nf6 5 £3 exf3 6 Nxf3 [Don’t do it, don’t you do it...!] 6..Bg4?
[There it is! Novice meets veteran. Hurts to think of this even 28 years later.
Wow, really, 28 years?’] 7 Bxf7+ Kxf7 8 Ne5+ Ke8 9 Nxg4 Qc7 10 O-O Nbd7
11 Bf4 Qc8 12 Ne5 Nb6 13 Bgs [Oh,
but wait, it's an amateur game so there’s
more. | 13..Nbd5? 14 Nxd5 cxd5 15
Bxf6 exf6 16 Qh5+ 1-0

Mark Warriner — Bill Krieger
1987 VA State Closed
Championship
Caro Kann
1 d4 c6 2 c4 d5 3 e3 Nf6 4 Nc3 Bf5
5 Nf3 e6 6 a3 Nbd7 7 Bds Bxd3 8
0xd3 Be7 9 0-O O-0O 10 b4 Nbé6 11
} cxd5 [White’s play has been insipid
and uninspired, probably due in part
to just not wanting to take any chances
having lost the first two rounds.
Playing ‘not to lose’, well, usually
loses. The bishop trade wasn’t good,
| and the move a3 looks pretty silly now,
and with this White just cedes the light
squares altogether.] 11...cxd5 12 Bb2
~ [Wow, just look at the scope of that
dark-squared bishop now...] 12..Nc4
13 Rab1 Bdé 14 Rfc1 a5 15 bxas?
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[taking my eye off of the ‘ol tactical ball] 15...Nxb2 16 Rxb2 Bxa3 17 Rbc2
Bxc1 18 Rxc1 Qxa5 19 Ne5 Rfc8 0-1

About that time, I decided that chess just wasn't for me. I was sick of losing games
[ felt I shouldn’t and not winning as much as I thought I should. I certainly wasn’t
improving as fast as I thought I could. So I had myself a little fit and withdrew.
But then a funny thing happened. I don’t remember the stranger’s name, but some
kindly gentleman took me aside and gave me the pep talk of a lifetime. I whined
and complained, but he was patient and gently persistent. I don’t even remember
exactly what he said, but I sure wish I could see him and thank him today. He
pulled my head out my posterior region and straightened me out. I begged the
Tournament Director to let me “un-withdraw” (now there’s a new one), which for
some reason he did. I'm not positive, but if my failing memory serves me, I think
it might have been one of the last times Paul Dame directed the Virginia Closed.

Anyway, [ dug down deep and resolved to just give it everything I had, win, lose or draw.

Mark Warriner — Steve Behling
1987 VA State Closed Championship
Irregular Opening

You don’t need to read psychology books to know that a “gimme” game is a great
boost to a starving player. It’s true in any sport. This, though no work of art (and
that’s an understatement), was just what the doctor ordered. 1 Nf3 Nf6 2 Nc3
[Just to show that you have to be ready for anything.”] 2...d5 8 d4 e6 4 e3 [Not
so hot; obviously restricts the dark-squared bishop.] 4...c5 5 bg [Probably not
the best way to try and activate the dark-squared bishop—why weaken c¢3 like
that?] 5..Nc6 6 Bb5 Bd7 7 Bb2 Rc8 8 O-O Bd6 9 Re1 O-O 10 Rc1 [Why?
White fails to demonstrate a logical plan.] 10...Qc7 [But this helps White’s
previous move. Better to play 10...a6 and force White to do something with the
light squared bishop.] 11 Ne2 a6 [Our metal friend finds an advantage for Black
after 11...c4 12 bxc4 Nas 13 Neb Nxc4 14 Bxc4 dxc4 but who amongst us would
go for such a line?”] 12 Bxc6 Bxc6 13 c4 dxc4 14 bxc4? [ 14 dxc5 Bxcs 15 Bxf6
gxf6 16 Rxc47] 14...Bxf3 15 gxf3 Bxh2+ 16 Kh1 Rfd8 17 Ng3? [17 Qb3 Bd6 18
d5 Qe7 19 Kg2 bs 20 dxe6 Qxe6 21 Red1 is at least more of a fighting attempt.]
17..Bxg3 18 fxg3 Oxg3 19 Rc2 Qc7? [Overly cautious; something like 19...
cxd4 20 Rg1 Qes 21 Bxd4 Qf5 22 e4 Qf4 23 Rd2 e5 24 Be3 Rxd2 25 Bxd2 Qh4+
26 Kg2 Nhs is certainly fine.] 20 Rd2? [20 d5 exd5 21 Bxf6 gxt6 22 cxd5 Qes
23 e4 Khs7 20...Kh8? [20..cxd4 21 Rg1 (or 21 Bxd4 Nhs 22 ¢5 Ng3+ 23 Kg1
Nf5 24 Bes Qe7 25 Bd6 Qgs+ ) 21...0xc4 22 Bxd4 Qd57] 21 dxc5? [21 d5 exds
22 Bxf6 (22 cxd5 b5 23 e4 (or 23 Bxf6 gxt6 24 d6 Qd7 25 Rg1 Rgs)) 22...gxf6 23
cxd5 ¢4 21..Rxd2 22 Qxd2 Qxc5 [22..0Q¢37 23 Bxf6 Qh5+ 24 Kg2 gxf6 25
Rh1 [25 Qd67 25..Rg8+ 26 Kf2 Qxh1 0-1
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Okay! “On the scoreboard”... “the skunk out of the boat”... You pick the aphorism.
Nothing like getting off bottom to raise one’s spirits. While I didn’t play well in
that game, I played better than my opponent, and that’s all that it takes. In the
next game, luck finally smiled on me a bit. Buckle up, the errors come fast and
furious near the end owing to zeztnot.

Richard Reive - Mark Warriner
1987 Va State Closed Championship

Caro Kann
1 e4 c6 2 d4 d5 3 exd5 cxd5 4 c4 Nf6 5 Nc3 e6 6 Nf3 Nc6 [either 6..Bb4 or
6...Be7 are more common. | 7 Bd3 [and here either 7 Bg5 or 7 a3’ 7..Be7 [7...
dxc4] 8 O-O 0-O 9 Bf4 dxc4 10 Bxc4 b6 11 Rc1 Bb7 12 Bd3 Rc8 13 Bb1
Nb4 14 a3 Nbd5 15 Nxd5 Qxd5 16 Qd3 Qhs 17 Ne5 [Arguably, Black’s done
okay so far and can now play 17...Be4, putting an end to the mate threat on h7 at
least.] 17...Rfd8 [Oops. Things start getting weird here. If memory serves, both
players began flirting with time pressure—myself more so. I think my opponent
started trying to ‘push’ me, which contributed to what happens later.] 18 b4 Bdé
19 Rxc8 Rxc8 20 Rel g6 [probably 20..Nd5 kept pressingj 21 Ba2 a6 [again
21..Nd57 22 h8 Qf5 23 Qxf5 gxf5 {diagram)
24 Nxf7 [Hitting the panic button; just 24

Rel seems okay.] 24...Bxf4 25 Bxe6 Kg7 / A/ A
yy |

[Time pressure; after the exchanges, a series a /3/4

of less-than-best moves ensued.’] 26 Bxc8 ’””// """" % ///4/./
Bxc8 27 Ne5 [27 Re7] 27..Ne4 28 g3 Bxe5? %,// %W;@” > % 2
[25..Bd2] 29 dxe5 Kf7 30 Khe? [50 Rel] g&; w & /
30..Nxf2 31 Rc1 Bd7 32 Rc7 Ke6 and here / 7 7

my opponent flagged in a position where he’s 7 yf/é
better, but maybe Black could hold. 0-1 &%// % &/

In the last round I defeated Jim DeKraft—see my Reminiscences from VIRGINIA CHESS
#2015-1. So I won my last three games and the Category B prize. How’s that for
tenacity—albeit with an assist and after the fact? I don’t recommend having to
come back from 0-3 with a 3-0 run to get to 3-3 for one’s nerves, but.... never give up!

@




Chess Clubs

Please send additions / corrections to the Editor.

E Jlexandria: Kingstowne Chess Club, Kingstowne South Center, 6080 Kingstowne Village Parkway;
Tuesdays 7-9:30pm, info Gary McMullin, garyatkcc@gmail.com, (571) 295-5463 B Arlington:
Arlington Chess Club, Arlington Forest United Methodist Church, 4701 Arlington Blvd, Fridays
7:30pm. Registration for rated Ladder and Action events ends 8pm. Blitz/Quick tourney first
Friday of each month. Info John Campbell (703) 534-6232 A Arlington Seniors Chess Club,
Madison Community Center, 3829 N Stafford St, Mondays, 9:45am, info (703) 228-5285 & Ashburn:
Ashburn Chess Club, Sakasa Tea and Coftee House, 44927 George Washington Blvd, Suite 125.
Tuesdays 5pm, Saturdays 3pm. Bring board and set. Info www.meetup.com/Ashburn-Chess-Club/
or Scott Knoke, 703-433-2146 B Blacksburg: Chess Club of Virginia Tech, GB Johnson Student
Center, Rm 102, Virginia Tech, Wednesdays 7-9pm & Charlottesville: Charlottesville Chess Club, St
Mark Lutheran Church, Rt 250 & Alderman Rd, Monday evenings A Senior Center, 1180 Pepsi
Place, 6-8pm on Thursdays. Info 434-244-2977 & Chesapeake: Zero's Sub Shop, 3116 Western
Branch Blvd (Rt 17), (Poplar Hill Plaza near Taylor Rd intersection), Mondays 6pm to closing
A& Great Bridge United Methodist Church, corner of Battlefield Blvd & Stadium Dr, Tuesdays,
6:30-10pmy, info 686-0822 & Culpeper: Culpeper Chess Club, Culpeper County Public Library, Rt
29 Business (near Safeway). Chess players casually drop by on Wednesday nights starting at 6:30pm
E Danville: Danville Chess Club, Danville YMCA, 810 Main Street. Mondays 6:30-9:30 pm. Info
John Thompson 434-799-8898 & Fort Eustis: contact Sorel Utsey 878-4448 & Fredricksburg:
Fredericksburg/Spotsylvania area chess players get together every Friday evening 6-10pm on
the second floor of Wegman’s in Central Park. & Glenns: Rappahannock Community College -
Glenns Campus Chess Club, Glenns Campus Library, Tuesdays 8-10pm in the student lounge,
info Zack Loesch 758-5324(x208) B Gloucester: Gloucester Chess Club, Gloucester Library (main
branch), Tuesdays 5-8pm, www.co.gloucester.va.us/lib/clubschesshtml & Harrisonburg: Shenandoah
Valley Chess Club, Trinity Presbyterian Church, corner of' S High (rt 42) & Maryland Ave (Port
Republic Rd), Fridays 7:30pm & McLean: Booz Allen Hamilton CC, Hamilton Bldg, Rm 2032, 8283
Greensboro Dr. Thursdays, info Thomas Thompson, 703-902-5418, thompson_thomas@bah.com
E Mechanicsville: Mechanicsville Chess Club, Mechanicsville Volunteer Fire Department, Station
#3, 4428 Mechanicsville Turnpike, Mechanicsville, Va 23111. 2" & 4™ Tuesday of ever month,
6-9pm. Info www.MechanicsvilleChessClub.org or Kevin Nardini 804-615-8762 A Stonewall
Library, Stonewall Pkwy, Mondays 6:30-9pm 730-8944 & Norfolk: Larchmont Public Library, 6525
Hampton Blvd, Wednesday 6-9pm & ODU Chess Club, Webb Univ Ctr, Old Dominion University;
info www.odu.edu/~chess & Reston: Reston Community Ctr Hunters Woods, 2310 Colts Neck Rd,
Thursdays 6:30-9:30 pm. Limited number of sets & boards available, or bring your own. No fee, but
you must sign-in at each meeting £ Richmond: Henrico Chess Club, Virginia Center Commons food
court, 10101 Brook Rd, Glen Allen, Va, Wednesdays & Fridays 6-9, www.henricochessclub.com, 44:3-
823-5530 A One-Eyed Jacques, 3104 W Cary St, Saturdays 5-10pm. & Huguenot Chess Knights,
Bon Air Library Community Room, 1st & 8rd Iriday of” each month, 7-11pm, info Walter Chester
276-5662 A Starbucks, 5802 Grove Ave, Richmond, VA 23226, Wednesdays 5-8pm. For more info
contact Christopher Yarger at www.facebook.com/RichmondChess & Panera Bread Chess, Panera
Bread-Ridge Shopping Center, 1517 N Parham Rd, Richmond, Va 23229. Thursdays 6-9pm, casual
games, blitz, rapid or no clock. Lots of tables and room to play, heated outdoor patio. & Roanoke:
Roanoke Valley Chess Club, Saturday afternoons 1-6 pm in the coffee shop of” the Roanoke Natural
Foods Co-Op, 1319 Grandin Road SW. FFor more information www.roanokechess.com or write PO
Box 14143, Roanoke, Va 24038, (540) 725-9525 & Stafford: Bella Cafe Chess Nights, 3869 Jefferson
Davis Hwy, Suite 103, Stafford, VA 22554. Tuesdays & Thursdays 7pm -10, sets & boards on site,
frequent tourneys. Contact Will at 703-44:5-8855 or bellabagelcate@yahoo.com & Virginia Beach:
Tidewater Community Chess Club, Bldg D (“Kempsville”) Cateteria, Tidewater Community College
Va Beach Campus, 1700 College Crescent Rd. Mondays 7-10pm & Waynesboro: Augusta Chess Club,
Books-A-Million, 801 Town Center Dr, every Saturday 10am-noon. Contact Alex Patterson (540)
405-1111 or AugustaChessClub@gmail.com E /¥ inchester: Winchester Chess Club, Westminster-
Canterbury Home for the Elderly, Tuesdays 7pm



df Diamonds are a Girl’s Best Friend, what is a man'’s Best Friend?
| A 2-NAY CHESS FESTIVAL FEATURING
| “CHESS CELEBS” FROM ENGLAND AND U.S.1

' OCTOBER 23-24, 2015

I MEET =2

I GM SIMON WILLIAMS * IM ANDREW MARTIN

| FM Macon Shibut * chess publisher: Bob Long

| Y
One hour lectures (4-6) ® free Morphy Commemorative

| Coin (value $50 if 60 or more register) ® King’s Gambit

| Simul (Free) ® free Thinkers’ Press book on Abbazia 1912
($30 value) ® Morphy themed t-shirts ® FUN chess quizzes

| and prizes ® Notes or lectures on Williams’ openings ®
Surprise Swag Bag! ® Tables full of chess “stuff” for sale

| from the Chess Butler o t-shirts for sale with Morphy logo e
souvenirs ® drawings for (3) free subscriptions to Morphy’s

I Times & Games ® photo taking & autographs ® come to

| evening meal with celebs. Significant other gets FREE
registration. Includes Shibut’s $14 Chess Hall of Fame book!

Our ath Ghess Festivall

Tofal Giveaways worth up fo $253 if 60 or more regisirants!
Limiied quanfifies oi some ifems. Grab Bag is EXTRA ireebie!

SEND name, address, phone # and $200 (before July 1) to

Thinkers’ Press, inc. ® 1524 LeClaire St., Davenport IA 52803.

After June 30 registration it’s $250.00. Save $50 by

registering earlyl Do it today! Questions? 563-271-6657.

| LA QUINTA INN & CONFERENCE CENTER
FANTASTIC Room Rates, $69.99 per nite! Call front desk (563-359-

| 1391) and mention the “keyword” Morphy Chess Festival 2015 to get

special rates. Includes FREE Hot Breakfast Buffet each morning (guests

| only). King/Double Queen rooms. Heated pool, free wi-fi, 24 hour guest
laundry... all at: 3330 East Kimberly Road, Davenport, IA 52807.
L

L
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