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2024
VA Commonwealth Games

Instructions for Chess Tournament
Participation

The Meeting was held at after 8 pm Eastern time
On July 16, 2024, on Zoom
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GAMES

Agenda ... What We're Going to Talk About

* Now that you are Registered, what’s else do | need to do so | can play?
1. How to Join the Team for the tournament.
2. How (and when) to Join Your Section of the Tournament.

* Fair Play Monitoring

* Also, this meeting is being recorded so you can review it later.

A big thank you to the principal Sponsor of the 2024 Commonwealth
Games — Liberty University!!
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NOTES

You are on this call because you probably have registered ...

So, joining the tournament to play your games is a 2-step process:

Step 1: Join Our TEAM
Step 2: Join Your Section of the TOURNAMENT

Unless you have a Bye in Round 1 you MUST complete both steps to be paired
for Round 1. If you do not, you will not get paired and won’t be playing in
Round 1.
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AT LIBLRTY UNIVIRMITY

Step 1: Join the Team

< C M ) https://lichess.org A 98 ] s,
lichess.o rg PLAY PUZZLES LEARN WATCH | COMMUNITY = TOOLS Q X [I MHoffpauir-NTD
B T ey e paiing .
e® &k pairin Lobby Correspondence H
Titled Arena Warm-lzju\ 22 .' - ° LOG I N to LICheSS'
r ik L Teams U
L/ Opentoall, $100 prize R.*I _ *
468 players * in 6hours 4, alar, s ® “ ”
= : i pegun® . .
tled Arena July '22 [ ]
.~ %‘:!:dtcnrendggﬂypn‘e pool Blog 1 + O Cl IC k O n CO m m u n Ity
= s 2 Bullet Bullet Blitz " ”
uperBlitz Swiss Donate -
8 players * in 18 minutes &.—- Select Tea mS from
£ Stockfish vs ChessBase, Round 1 17 hours ago t h e d rO pd OWn m e n U
30 at0 b 43
More & CREATE A GAME
Blitz Blitz Blitz Go to the next page ...
PLAY WITH A FRIEND
T+ 0 1@+ 15480
Rapld Rapld Rapld PLAY WITH THE COMPUTER
+ +
30+0 30+20 N
Classical Classical
67,963 players
29,592 games in play
SN i Wi/ Leaderboard More » % Tournament winners More » fledech e d b
O DrHotPotato O IM OhanyanEminCh... Yearly Ha»
@ Herushkanamura & 3016 A5 %, GM Zhigalko_Sergei Yearly =
@ GM Drvitman A 3032 A 37 ®, GM Zhigalko_Sergei Yearly Sdy
S, TheSelim s, GM Zhigalko_Sergei Yearly dy
@® FM Think_Fast_Mov... QO FM Avaada_kedavra Yearly Rapid
=, NM blitzbullet @ 2826 O FM Weetik Elite s
..... 3 GM Zhigalko_Sergei 2715 & 12 ® GM HomayooonT 2022 Spring ; 0
N 641 AM
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Step 1: Continue
° oo
< - O ] ] https://lichess.org/t AN ‘Te {é &,
”ChESS.Org PLAY PUZZLES LEARN WATCH COMMUNITY TOOLS Q X [\ MHoffpauir-NTD

ST * Inthe Search area, type
Teams you lead [ I . — . . .
Teams A |- “2024 Virginia”

| .

All teams

¥ .
x .
"“aappumuns?®

New team

PO  When the page refreshes,

242,162 members

The official Lichess Swiss team. We organize regular swiss tournaments for all to join S e | ect t h e Te a m Ca I Ie d
%5 Zhigalko_Sergei & Friends ”2024 Virginia

43,544 members
Official Club of the Belarusian International Grandmaster Zhigalko Sergei OdwumanbHbli knyd Genopycckoro MexayHapoaHoro

rpoccmedicrepa JKuranko Cepren Anekcanaposuua YOUTUBE KAHAN: https://www.youtu.. Common Wealth Games"

S .
%% FIDE Checkmate Coronavirus

36,443 members
FIDE Checkmate Coronavirus tournaments on Lichess ran non-stop for 30 days or 720 hours. Tournaments were aimed at all chess

players, regardless of age, country, or level of play. 1500 special prizes,..

8% Crestbook Chess Club GO to the nextpage e

34,363 members
K.;'nyj wmr Ceprea LUwnoea "Cresthook” Crestbook club by GM Sergei Shipov Mo BceM BonpocaM NUIIWTE/contacts:
https://lichess.org/@/Challenger_Spy Youtube - https://www.youtube.com/user/crestbook CTpuMepb! KA...

%85 pawn stars 2

I[Pawnstars2logo](https://i.imgur.com/2EYYgew.jpg) Welcome to the Biggest Indian and the Top-5 Team of lichess! This Club was formed
on 7th August 2020 and the main leader of this team is [Bhavisha010..

30,332 members

L] -

‘™ Bengal tiger

Dear reader, On a daily basis we organize 7 online chess tournaments. Based on Swiss form. Tournaments are further time & types :-
8:00 am IST= 2:30 am GMT (7 min+2 sec) 7 rounds 11:00 am IST = 5:30 a...

29,733 members

85 agadmator's Team

COOKIE2015 is the new "KING OF THE CASTLE" History: The King of the Agadmators Castle Cookie2015 grom 03.04.2022
The_moddest_guy from 26.02.2022. -03.04.2022. FM Jazzyjef from 02.01.2022. - 26.02.202...

22,621 members

8 MASTHANAIAH CHESS WORLD

19,336 members
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& ) () https://lichess.org/team/2022-va-commonwealth-games A 6 ] s“

||Chess.0rg PLAY PUZZLES LEARN WATCH COMMUNITY TOOLS Q X ,:L mhoffpauir-test

Find and select the green
“Join Team” button.

16 members

%8s 2024 Virginia Commonwealth Games « When you select “Join

Team”, a new dialog box
' |nlaCommomwealth(\/(.)Gamesareanaﬂmualgv_entgoiﬂgintn its 33rd year. Chess appea rS Iike the One I Show
was added to the VC Games during the COVID pandemic in 2021.
here. Enter the Team Entry
Recent members . t Code and press the Join
ournaments
Team button. The Team
> Chessdudests Novice: 2024 VA Cmrwith Garmes rounds suiss 0 Code is: VCG-2024

3, AScannerDarkly

Team leader: O MHoffpauir-NTD

2 DarshMurarka

O Pranavtej

= . Amateur: 2024 VA Cmnwlith Games 5 rounds Swiss " ” H H
O Goblinkings» B 60010+ Cossical  Roted J 20, 2024, 100 A E e “VCG” must be in capital
O DukeBlueDevil2007 |etterS

Open: 2024 VA Cmnwlth Games 5 rounds Swiss
60+10 « Classical * Rated Jul 20, 2024, 10:00 AM

O WCN1S

[ 3
o

2 mattwong11

Go to the next page ...

D ccwaugh

7 ahcdefghij1029384756
Join team 2022 VA Commonwealth Games

O Andrewze

2 jpmant The Virginia Commonwealth (VC) Games are an annual event going i 3rd year. Chess was added to
O MiniHumbleSheep the VC Games during the COVID pandemic in 2021.

O nachlass

Team entry code

'VCG-2024

Cancel + JOIN TEAM

A58 e i) £ | US CHESS
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avs”  Step 1: You have now joined the Team ™

&« G ﬂh \fl https://lichess.org/team/2022-va-commonwealth-games L A ‘e {é (@‘ Y

You should now see the green
Iichess.org PLAY PUZZLES LEARN WATCH COMMUNITY TOOLS Q X [ mhoffpauir-test ”Success” banner and the
name of the team at the top

28X 2024 Virginia Commonwealth Games of your screen.

* | will receive your “Join”

Team leader MHoffpauir-NTD re q u est .
Chat room [ ]

- » After | approve your
This is an online tournament that is part of the 2024 Virginia Commonwealth Games. Entry for o” e .
this event is done through the Commonwealth Games website at: this link: .lo’n request you W’II
https://www.commonwealthgames.org/sportslisting/chess. o .
N | | need to Join Your Section
This is the only way to register and pay for this event.
Registration closes at midnight on Thudsday, July 18, 2024. Of the tournament'

Tournaments  Joining the right Section, which
we detail on the next page, is
Novice: 2024 VA Cmnwlith Games 5 rounds Swiss a0 necessaryfor you tO be pairEd
60+10 * Classical * Rated Jul 20, 2024, 10:00 AM for Round 1.
Amateur: 2024 VA Cmnwlith Games 5 rounds Swiss

Please be nice in the chat!

129, 2624, 1000 A ° NOTE: It is possible that

Open: 2024 VA Cmnwith Games 5 rounds swiss . your “loin” request may not

e s need my approval. Just try
to Join Your Section (See
next slide)

& 1 mhoffpauir-test

(\f Subscribe to team messages

LEAVE TEAM

o Go to the next page ...
&zf -.,,‘:. P 0

e s US CHESS

— STATE AFFILIATE



VIRGINIA

ff COMMONWEALTH . . . Page 8
GAMES Step 2: Join Your Section of the Tournament
Rl W B C esliieson i v commonuestin gumes 4w = ® & e Asyou can see, there are
|iChESS_Org PLAY ~PUZZLES LEARN WATCH COMMUNITY TOOLS Q X L mhoffpauir-test 3t0urnament$ NOVICG,

Amateur, and Open. One
“tournament” per Section.

& 2024 Virginia Commonwealth Games . Select the name for your
Section and allow the
Teom esder © MHOfpauiENTD screen to refresh.

This is an online tournament that is part of the 2024 Virginia Commonwealth Games. Entry for

Qhatfoon ot this event is done through the Commonwealth Games website at: this link:
https://www.commonwealthgames.org/sportslisting/chess.
This is the only way to register and pay for this event. hd IMPORTANT NOTEfOI' Players
Registration closes at midnight on Thudsday, July 18, 2024. W'th Round 1 Byes 000 sas
* |f you requested a BYE for
Round 1 as part of your
Toumam‘e_rlt_s___ e, tournament entry, then DO
* ..
‘¢“ Novice: 2024 VA Cmnwlth Gameg'0. 5 rounds Swiss a0 NOT'IOlN THE TOURNAMENT
:’ 60+10 + Classical « Rated * Jul 20, 2024, 10:00 AM until leter 10am on Saturday.
® e . .
3 T : .' Amateur: 2024 VA Cmnwlth Games ‘: 5 rounds Swiss a0 If yOU JO|n the tournament at
-‘ 60+10 + Classical + Rated : Jul 20, 2024, 10:00 AM any time now or before 10 am’
L gt "’ Open: 2024 VA Cmnwlth Games ,’. 5 rounds Swiss .0 you will be palred for the
D YT — Ve, 60+10- Classical - Rated R Jul 20, 2024, 10:00 AM - round.

.
‘e .s®
- ay | B
LEAVE TEAM "sppmuunt®

* IF, however, you want to play
in Round 1, then go ahead and

Recent members join the tournament!!

@ mhoffpauir-test

NarshMurarka

&T; Go to the next page ...
- .\-ICF%“Q_”E;
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(&) A 2)  hitps;//lichess.org/swiss/74ig86ah A 18 = é‘
iiCheSS_ O rg PLAY PUZZLES LEARN WATCH COMMUNITY TOOLS Q X [ mhoffpauir-test ° N OW, Se I eCt th e gree n
“JOIN” button
a 60+10 + Classical » Rated .
":“ 5 rounds * Swiss NOV|Ce 2024 VA CmnWIth Games H
:‘: g;undsadre sfart-cd manually “I"-.......'.. ¢ There IS no ”entry

48 2024 Virginia Commonwealth Games Q 1-8/8 : > JC : Code” to enter the
by MHoffpauir-NTD * — *

Jul 20, 2024, 10:00 AM | DukeBlueDevil2007 15757 RRETTFTTT T L e tou rname nt, on |y fo r
2 thatgal 1875 0 L the tea m .

3 jpmont 17927 0
4 nachlass 17717 0

5 AScannerDarkly 1698

=]
[ ]

Your screen will refresh

0 o and you should now see
0 o your UserName at or
—— 0 ¢ near the top of the list of
players

Fischer was a master of dlarity and a
king of artful positioning. His
opponents would see where he was
going but were powerless to stop him.

— Bruce Pandolfini

 That’sit ... you are now in
your Section of our event.

GO TO THE NEXT PAGE ...
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«vs”  How do | Play My Game?

To play your game, be sure you are logged to the Team site at least 5 minutes
before the round starts. | recommend 20 minutes before your first round.

Do | need to “challenge” an opponent? How do | know who | am playing?

 ANSWER: You will be paired AUTOMATICALLY. You DO NOT need to challenge any of the players on the
Team. PLEASE do not challenge another player, your round will start AUTOMATICALLY.

I did not get paired, what happened?

* A: (Possible) You were not logged into the Team site and/or you had not entered the tournament by the
start time for the round.

* B: (Possible) You changed your USER NAME.

e C:(More likely) There are an odd number of players “active” for the round and you were given a
computer-generated Bye ... e.g., an automatic win for the round.

How the Pairings work in Lichess ... Who am I really playing?

Where can | see the game results and standings?
 www.vachess.org ... We will have a “button” you can select to see “Results and Standings”

Who do I contact if | have a problem, or | have questions?
* Mike Hoffpauir, mhoffpauir@aol.com, or text to 757-846-4805

ZVCF = »
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GAMES How are the Games Paired — Who Am | playing?

Page 11

* You are being paired using your LICHESS RATING, not your US Chess Rating. This is
because several of you do not yet have US Chess Ratings, so your Lichess rating is
my “best measure” of your online playing strength.

* |In LiChess, your rating will change after each game you play.

* Your US Chess Online Regular Rating will be updated when | submit the
tournament to the US Chess Federation for rating. (I’ll talk more about this in a
moment.)

“VCF = »
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Page 12

 The VA Commonwealth Games prize fund was structured for 3 sections—

Championship, Amateur, and Novice.
» Cash Awards for 1st-3rd places in all three sections. All prize values listed here are
GUARANTEED.
* Open Section: $125, $75, $50
* Amateur Section: $100, $60, $S40
* Novice Section: $80, $40, S30

* NOTE: To create 5 rounds of play in the Amateur and Open sections, we may
combine them into one larger section, but Prizes and Money will be allocated
using the section that each player entered.

& VCF = »
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Fair Play ...

These chess games will be rated by the US Chess Federation. They affect ONLY
your Online Reqular Rating, not your over-the-board rating, not your Blitz
Rating, not your Quick Rating.

All games will be monitored in real-time by LiChess’s certified anti-cheat
detection algorithm. Their algorithm has been reviewed and approved for rated
chess play by the US Chess Federation’s Ratings Committee.

In addition, after the tournament ends, the Chief Tournament Director (Mike
Hoffpauir) submits all games to Professor Kenneth Regan at the University of

Buffalo. Dr. Regan is the world’s foremost authority on cheat detection in chess.

His algorithms are used routinely by FIDE (the world chess federation) to
examine games and prosecute players in court. Link here.

We are authorized to withhold awarding of prizes for up to 3 weeks after the
tournament to allow for post-tournament analysis of all games. This “delay” in
distributing prizes is authorized under Rule 15A (Maximum Time to Submit the
Rating Report) of Chapter 10 in the US Chess Federation’s Official Rules of
Chess.

If someone does cheat, you can rest assured they will be caught and their name
submitted to the US Chess Federation’s Ethics Committee (by me) for
disciplinary action.

IT’s JUST NOT WORTH IT.

Page 13

OFFICIAL

RULES OF CHESS

7TH EDITION

FREE DOWNLOAD VERSION: CHAPTERS 1, 2, 9, 10, 11 ONLY
Revised January 1, 2023

Tim Just, Chief Editor

US Chess National Tournament Director
FIDE National Arbiter

£

US CHESS
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© 2023 by United States Chess Federation
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Join the TEAM as soon as possible. | will need to “approve” your join request in
Lichess. I’'m emailing each of you as you join the Team.
 Team name is “2024 Virginia Commonwealth Games”. Team Code is VCG-2024.

Next, after | approve your Team joining request, you can Join the Tournament.

* Be sure to select the right tournament — Amateur or Novice. If you are playing in Round 1,
then you need to complete this step by 10am (eastern) on Saturday.

* If you are taking a Bye in Round 1, then wait until after 10am on Saturday to join the tournament.
If you did request a Bye during registration, but you decide that want to play in Round 1, then just
go ahead and join the right tournament BEFORE 10am.

On Saturday, just sign-in to your Lichess account by 10am eastern (it’s best you be online
10-20 minutes early).

1

Page 14

* Join Team
* Don’t change
Username

* Join Tourney

s> Log-in by 10am
* Don’t challenge
other players

DO NOT CHANGE your Lichess Username. If you do, | won’t know who you are and may end up disapproving
your request to join the Team. If you change your Username after you join a tournament, then there’s a chance

you won’t get paired for Round 1.

Game Schedule (all times are Eastern):
* Saturday: You play 3 games. Round 1 is 10am, Round 2 is at 1pm, Round 3 is at 5pm.
e Sunday: You play 2 games. Round 4 at 10am, Round 5 at 2pm. Round 5 is the final round.

* Each round starts EXACTLY at the time shown. GAMES START AUTOMATICALLY if you are logged-in. Rounds do not start

earlier just because all games from the previous round are complete.

To see the list of registered players, the standings, etc., go to www.vachess.org

g
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